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Introduction

• Legal basis: § 30a of the Austrian Waste Management Act 2002 (AWG)

• Need for the establishment of a designated coordination body due to the introduction of 

competition in the collection of household packaging

• VKS established in June 2014

• Officially appointed on 20 January 2015 to perform the tasks specified in § 30a (1) and (2) 

AWG 2002

02.07.2026 - Webinar System Participant Audits 1



Organization

• Sole shareholder Umweltbundesamt GmbH (100% owned by the Republic of 

Austria, represented by the Federal Ministry for Agriculture, Forestry, Climate 

and Environmental Protection, Regions and Water Management – BMLUK)

• 12 employees
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Mission Statement

VKS is a neutral service provider for all packaging collection and recycling systems 

(Producer Responsibility Organizations – PROs) and is committed to ensuring fair 

competition.



Tasks and Their Operational Implementation (I)
According to Section 30a (1) and (2) AWG 2002

Household and Commercial Packaging

• Conduct the necessary analyses relating to the collection of household and 

commercial packaging

• Consolidate, revise where necessary, and coordinate the implementation of 

control concepts

– Carry out system participant audits through contracted auditing firms

• Provide information to end consumers

• Develop dispute resolution procedures

• Publish and update monthly a list of participants in packaging collection and 

recycling systems in accordance with Section 29 (10) AWG 2002 on the VKS 

website

• Verify the plausibility of the monthly allocation of collected waste volumes by 

federal state, collection category, and market share
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Tasks and Their Operational Implementation (II)
According to Section 30a (1) and (2) AWG 2002

Commercial Packaging

• Maintain a register of commercial packaging generation sites

• Conclude the necessary agreements with operators of generation sites and 
provide the required data

• Inform end users ("Business Collects")

• Obtain an expert opinion in 2025 to determine standard compensation rates 
covering reasonable transportation costs for packaging waste and the 
administrative costs of transfer points

Household Packaging
• Nationwide public awareness campaigns ("Austria Collects")

• Cooperate with municipal waste advisory services, including financial 
compensation for services provided by municipalities and municipal 
associations

• Contribute to the cost-efficient design of packaging collection systems
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ÖSTERREICH SAMMELT 

oesterreich-sammelt.at

http://www.oesterreich-sammelt.at/
http://www.oesterreich-sammelt.at/
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WIRTSCHAFT SAMMELT

wirtschaft-sammelt.at

https://www.wirtschaft-sammelt.at/
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Producer Responsibility Organization (PROs)
for household and commercial packaging

• Currently approved Producer Responsibility Organizations (PROs):

– Altstoff Recycling Austria AG (ARA)

– Austria Glas Recycling GmbH (AGR)

– Bonus Holsystem für Verpackungen GmbH & Co. KG

– European Recycling Platform (ERP) Austria GmbH

– Interzero Circular Solutions Europe GmbH

– Reclay Systems GmbH
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System Participant Audits (I)

• Legal Basis for System Participant Audits

– Section 29 (1) No. 8a AWG 2002 requires that at least 80% of the packaging volumes contracted 

by Producer Responsibility Organizations (PROs) be audited within a three-year period.

– The VKS audit right is incorporated into the participant contracts of the PROs.

• General Legal Framework

– Austrian Waste Management Act 2002 (AWG 2002), as amended

– Austrian Packaging Ordinance 2014, as amended

– Packaging Delineation Ordinance, as amended
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System Participant Audits (II)

• Reasons for Conducting Audits
– Statutory and regulatory obligation

– Verification of the completeness and accuracy of submitted reports

– Prevention of distortions of competition

– Equal treatment of all system participants

– Identification of free riders

• Selection of Audit Candidates
– Audit candidates are selected on a random basis

– While maintaining the principle of random selection, additional selection 
criteria may include:
• Industry focus

• Plausibility checks

• Market intelligence

• Voluntary notification by the system participant
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Appointed Audit Firms
(Status: October 2025)

• Ernst & Young Wirtschaftsprüfungsgesellschaft m.b.H.

• Holztrattner Wirtschaftsprüfungs- und Steuerberatungs GmbH

• PwC Wirtschaftsprüfung GmbH
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